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‘The Amerikanisti ]

STAT]|

10 JUN 1970 :

“"'The  mansion headquartering Moscow's are currently in the U.S. on trips that may last’
Amerikonistl once belonged to the Prince Vol- ‘as long as a semester at a university, Yuri
‘konsky family, familiar to readers.of Tolstoy’s Rigin, a senior speciallst In urban affairs at the
“War and Peace.'” The high-ceflinged rooms, fnstitute, 13 in the U.S. on a six-month trip tak-
‘decoraled : with baroque plaster work, now ing him to New York University, the Univer-
‘house ahout 150 persons, of whom some 80 are sity of Illlnols and Harvard University, among

..Ing some conclusions about the United States: |

Specialized'  Scholars
4 Politics

n'

Soviet Union Sets Up - |

I‘Ilgh-Level II]StltUte i :tcchnlcul and rescarch specialists,
~ y . ¢ FEnglish 8poken Ilere .

TO btUdy U.S. Affa]rs The director, Georgl Arbatov, 13 a suave,

R { smartly dressed officinl who was well up the

ladder in the Communist Party’s Central Com-

Prol') mittece apparatus when the Institule was

"| 1lnunched two years ago. Like all the key people

and 'Econ()n]ics at the institute, ha speaka fluent English. .

" . i Tho, Institute's scholars now are studying

TO Inf'orm Soviet Leaders; such topics as the U.S. balance of payments

o ) . ' . ‘ ; problem, the ctfects of burgconing U.8. invest-

: - ', ments overseas and American management

ng 1 ««hin and industrial techniques., But much cnergy

. atll'l{, NlXOll S Leadel Sl]lp "atlll {8 devoted to creating a top-drawer staft

: “from speclalists who have distinguished them-

ek

Y.

. By RAY VICKER
t  Staff Reporter of THR WALL STREET JOURNAL [ ment ngencies, at the Soviet embassy in Wash:
! MOSCOW — The “‘Amerikanistl” are draw- ington and elsewhere. .
This January the institute launched Its
v —President Nixon has yet to prove himself. ;;,onthly magazine “USA.” The first issue haW¥]
_as'a leader. He tends to let events shape his ac-j, press Tun of 22,000. This was increased to
tions rather than shaping events with-his ac-i95 000 for the second issue, and circulation now.
‘tions. . _ s being expanded to 40,000. Atticles have in-
' —The U.8. is overextended in the. interna-'cluded an instalment of Theodore H. White's
tional sphere, financially as well as militarily, *“The Making of the President: 1968"; a discus-
‘g0 the dollar inevitably will come under strain sion of U.S. foreign policy, a report on a recent
‘again, producing a swing toward gold. 1.5, Congressional session and en interview
- —U.8.-Soviet trade has enormous scope for with Cyrus Eaton, the American industrialist
-expansion, but this isn't a propitious time fori(who predicted an early end to the Vietnam
‘that development. : ‘war and a subsequent improvement in U.8.-So-
These are some of the things belng told in-jviet relations). .
fluential Russians by a prestiglous new Soviet!Love and Hate .
agency, the Institute of the United States of ° “Interest.in America is very g}pong in the
‘America. Created by a Kremlin mandate, this Sovict Union,” says one oftidial af the institute.
‘arm of the Soviet Academy, of Sclences is ex- But foreign observers say that interest has a
amining American economic, political and s0- Jove-hate aspect, Soviet scholars, fascinated by
‘cial matters for the edification of political scl- American efficiency and productive capacity,
‘entists, economists and government leaderg.in don't like to acknowledge that those qualities
the USSR. : are fruits of the free enterprise system.
* - The institute, housed in an 18th century.  The institute is expanding its subscription
imansion in central Moscow, {5 producing a new list of Amecrican publications. A researcher
‘kind of Soviet scholar, the Americanologists, or strides through a crecaky-floored hall with a

selves in American studies at various govern-.

'Industries, have been among the visitors so
{tar, the institute reports,

'Amerikanistl, “‘Our country and the United
.States are the two most powerful countries in
the world, We should know each other bdtter,”
;aays Yuri I. Bobrakov, an earnest former dip-,
Jomat in the Sovlet embassy in Washington
who now heads the institute’s’ economic sec-,
‘tion. .M o '
Hopeful Development

U.8. diplomats have fretted in the past that
Soviet citizens—and policy makers—received a
distorted picture ot the U.S. They hope the in-
stitute will contribute to better understanding
that could improve relations between the twq

big powtrs. .

“The institute seems to be, trying to présent.

g ture of America than peo-:
a more accurate plc : P -embassy gets certain Russian publications (n

ple here have been getting,'” says one U.8. dip-
lomat. “And it doesn't secm to be a spy outlit

" efther.”
The Western counterpart of Ameticanology -

:—Kren1lln~ology--is an advanced. scholarly spe-
‘clalty. The casing bf East European travel bar-
riers has contributed to accumulating informa-
tion about the Soviet Union, and in the West a

‘amall arnly of experts on Communism toils at
‘monitor radio stations, special institutions, uni-

wersities ‘and ‘ggy&nmgw,ﬁ“o_[iggggée%%?bé?ﬂﬂlm!m-?f&ﬁtﬂ)omoéooo15-1 | |

copy of the Washington Post under one arm. In
an office a bespectacled scholar peers at the
Congressional Record, -Racks in the library
‘hold copies ot The New York Times, The Wall
Strect Journal, The American City, the Federal:
Rescrve Bulletin and other journals. -

However, the library still is skimpy by aca-:
demic standards. “We are just starting, and
we haven't had time to build up our documen-
tation,"” explains a librarian. One institute aide
offers an aside: “We don't have 'Playboy.’

- (That magazine seclls for $10 to $15 on the bl,a.ck

market in Moscow.)

_ The American Embassy here has been pro-
viding the institute some hooks -and documents
under a reciprocal arrangement whereby the

return. The institute, however, doesn't have to
rely on such deals; its budget, though undis.'
¢losed, i3 believed to be large. }

‘There is an unlimited travel budget for:
sending researchers on study trips to the U.8.
Institute aides say the only hindrance ta such!
travel is the slowness of the U.S. embassy here
to grant visas (the embassy says visas are pro-,

i eessed rapidly). !

.
*

other places.

Michael Zakhmatov, a specialist in- Xast.
West trade and U.8. foreign policy, says he is
gathering his notes together for a book based
on his recent three-year hitch in Washington as
the Sovlet embassy’s commercial attache, And
he is planning more trips to the U.8, *First-
hand investigation {8 good for people in our line
of work,”” says Mr, Zakhmatov,

International confercnces of economists,
urban planners, political sclentists and other
spcclalists are becoming targets for institute
researchers. Director Arbatov and two aldes
showed up at last fall's annual meeting ot the
Institute for Strategic Studies at the Hague, at-
tending as observers. ‘‘The presence of the
Russians inhibited some of the discussions,’”
#ays one Western Kremlinologist, “But Mr. Ar-
batov made a very favorable impression as a !
cholar on many of us.”

The iInstitute hopes eventually to attract
American scholars and technicians to seminars;’
in the Soviet Unlon for exchange of ideas, It
now 1s establishing contacts- with American
universities. -

Nearly every visiting American of conse-
quence s invited to the institute to make an ad-
dress or hold discussions. Former Vice Presi-
dent Hubert Humphrey, Senators Birch Bayh
of Indiana and Eugene McCarthy of Minnesota
and Charles B. Thornton, chairman of Litton

Despite the institute's evident attempt to be
dispassionate and scholarly, observers here
find that Communist ideology creeps into its
deliberations.

For instance, its opinion is that race prob-
lems in the U.S. will continue as long as the
capitalist system ‘endures. Institute scholars
say that racial friction is aggravated by the
contradictions found in a capitalistic society,
with the capitalsts exploiting the blacks.

And, says the Institute, the huge American
Investments overseas reflect & form of imperi-
alism that results in the exploitiation of foreign
nations. These nations must be alerted to the
dangers of U.8. capital, the institute avers.

There is disagreement here with the oft-
stated ‘‘convergence theory,” which argues
that technological mocleties tend to evolve in
the same direction regardless of their ideolo-,
gles. ‘‘Nonsense,” says Mr. Bobrakov. “This
theory places economic, soclal and .political
factors at the same plane. Our societles will
converge only when America rises to the high-b
eat political level and becomes Communiat.” |
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